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by  Charles  G.  Hilgenhurst 


Mr.  Hilgenhurst  has  been  with  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
since  1962,  joining  the  organization  as  Assistant  to  the  Director  of  Land 
Planning  and  Design.  In  1964  he  was  appointed  Director  of  Design  Review 
and  in  1966  became  Director  of  Urban  Design.  He  assumed  his  present 
position  last  year. 

As  the  Administrator  for  Planning,  Urban  Design  and  Advanced 
Projects,  he  supervises  a  staff  of  80  architects,  planners  and  urban  designers 
and  is  responsible  for  the  development  of  planning  and  design  objectives 
for  all  buildings  and  sub-area  parcels  ivithin  the  City's  Redevelopment 
Program.  In  addition  to  his  responsibility  of  developing  the  plan  and  design 
for  Boston's  proposal  for  a  World's  Pair,  he  also  is  the  professional  advisor 
for  the  national  architectural  competition  for  the  design  of  Copley  Square. 
In  this  capacity  he  was  responsible  for  writing  the  program  and  directing 
the  competition  to  conclusion. 


Boston's  recently  unveiled  plans  ■ 
for  Expo  '76 — an  International 
World  Exposition  as  the  focal  point  for 
our  nation's  two  hundredth  celebration 
of  its  Declaration  of  Independence — is 
by  no  means  an  end  in  itself.  True,  it 
is  planned  as  a  spectacular  World's 
Fair,  but  its  concept  reaches  far  be- 
yond— to  the  creation  following  the 
Fair  of  a  complete  New  Town  in 
Dorchester  Bay.  This  New  Community 
will  reuse  the  Fairgrounds,  its  trans- 
portation system,  and  many  of  the  Fair 
structures.  Keystone  to  the  develop- 
ment will  be  the  construction  of 
20,000  new  dwelling  units  for  low, 
moderate,  middle  and  upper  income 
families.  These,  combined  with  new  in- 
dustrial and  commercial  sites,  as  well 
as  new  schools  and  other  pubhc  facili- 
ties, will  create  a  balanced  community 
of  approximately  75,000  people.  It  is 
scheduled  to  be  completely  occupied  in 
the  early  1980's. 

Upwards  of  10,000  housing  units 
are  scheduled  to  be  completed  before 
the  Fair  opens  its  gates  in  the  spring  of 
1976.  These  two,  three,  four  and  five 
bedroom  units  will  initially  be  sub- 
divided to  provide  20,000  on-site  motel 
units.  Immediately  following  the  close 
of  the  International  Exposition  in  the 
fall  of  '76,  the  temporary  partitions 
will  be  removed  and  the  dwelling  units 
readied  for  permanent  occupancy.  Both 
rental  and  sales  units  will  be  available 
to  the  public  with  prices  to  fit  all  in- 
come ranges. 


Why  the  proposal?  Why  Expo  and 
then  the  New  Community?  There  are 
three  main  reasons:  first,  the  natural 
desire  that  Boston  and  the  New  Eng- 
land region  take  their  rightful  place 
as  the  focal  point  for  the  two  hun- 
dredth celebration  of  the  American 
Revolution. 

Secondly,  the  well  known  story  of 
Boston's  housing  deficits,  social  prob- 
lems and  diminishing  tax  base.  Only  by 
creating  a  land  area  large  enough  to  of- 
set  the  demands  of  the  city  and  by 
building  enough  units  to  take  advan- 
tage of  mass  production,  can  we  begin 
to  solve  the  urban  problem. 

Federal,  state  and  local  subsidization 
of  the  Fair  will  guarantee  the  funds 
necessary  for  the  creation  of  some  500 
acres:  the  land  necessary  to  meet  stand- 
ards for  an  international  exposition. 
The  reuse  of  this  acreage  will  create 
a  new  community  of  sufficient  size 
that  it  can  have  a  significant  impact 
on  many  of  Boston's  problems:  its 
social  ones,  in  giving  the  minority 
groups  another  choice  of  where  to  live; 
in  employment,  in  the  skilled  and  un- 
skilled jobs  that  will  be  created  during 
and  after  construction;  and,  on  the 
Boston  tax  base  sites. 

Boston  currently  is  in  dire  need  of 
buildable  land.  It  has  been  in  the  past. 
Traditionally,  builders  solved  this  prob- 
lem by  filling  in  the  surrounding  sea. 
The  South  End  and  Back  Bay  are  two 
prime  examples.  The  planners  of  Expo 
Boston  and  the  New  Community  pro- 


pose to  follow  this  well  established 
precedent,  but  add  a  few  new  twists; 
for  in  addition  to  actually  dispkcmg 
water  with  land  fill,  platforms  sup- 
ported on  open  piles  ar.d  floating 
structures  are  being  contemplated. 
Careful  studies  are  being  made  of  their 
affect  on  water  pollution  and  the  ecol- 
ogy of  the  harbor.  Conservationists,  do 
not  be  alarmed! 

Finally,  there  is  our  concept  of  using 
the  Fair  as  an  "Urban  Laboratory"  to 
solve  problems  of  local  and  national 
importance.  The  proposal  calls  for  ex- 
periments in  housing,  communications, 
recreation,  education  and  transporta- 
tion, employing  the  latest  in  20th 
Century  thought  and  technology. 
These  experiments  will  be  constructed, 
not  at  model  scale,  but  at  full  scale  so 
they  can  be  walked  through,  ridden  on, 
lived  in,  utilized  and  properly  evalu- 
ated by  laymen  and  experts  alike.  In- 
vited competition,  both  national  and 
international,  should  produce  startling 
results. 

What  will  the  Fair  and  the  New 
Community  be  Uke?  They  will  be 
identical  in  some  ways  and  similar  in 
many  others  since  compatibiUty  has 
been  of  tantamount  importance  to 
quality  in  designing  both  the  Fair  and 
the  New  Community  in  order  to  insure 
economic  reuse  of  the  site. 

The  Plan 

Conceptually,  the  plan  is  a  cross 
with  each  arm  being  approximate- 
ly one  mile  long.  It  will  be  dense 
and  urban  in  character  with  an 
average  height  of  ten  stories  (flight 
paths  at  Logan  prevent  higher  struc- 
tures). At  the  intersection  of  the  arms 
is  a  waterplaza  and  town  center — a 
water  oriented  Harvard  Square  replete 
with  shops,  theatres,  restaurants,  parks 
and  boat  landings.  The  Town  and  Fair 
center  will  be  serviced  by  a  new  rapid 
transit  line  extending  underground 
from  South  Station  with  several  stops 
in  South  Boston. 

At  the  town  center  visitors  and  resi- 
dents will  be  able  to  transfer  into  an 
elevated  secondary  transit  system 
(similar  to  a  monor.iil),  which  will 
travel  with  frequent  stops  out  to  the 
(Continued  Next  Pa.ee' 


FEBRUARY, 1969 


Use  after  Exposition.  As  part  of  a  new  community,  the  theme  structures  used  for  ex- 
hibits during  the  U.S.  Bicentennial  World  Exposition  will  be  easily  converted  to  re- 
use as  integrated  part  of  the  city  of  Boston.  Buildings  used  to  house  exhibits  during 
the  exposition  will  be  used  to  house  commercial,  institutional,  retail  and  service 
facilities  needed  to  sustain  the  planned  new  community. 


end  of  each  arm  and  then  back  to  the 
center. 

The  eastern  arm  of  the  plan  extends 
to  Thompson  Island  which  will  be  re- 
served for  recreation  and  amusement. 
A  focal  point  on  the  island  will  be  a 
700-foot  diameter,  glass  geodesic  dome 
designed  to  provide  picnic  and  play 
space  during  inclement  weather  and 
the  winter  months. 

Directly  south  of  the  center  is  the 
site  for  the  University  of  Massachu- 
setts, a  100  acre,  $300  million  complex 
that  will  ultimately  accommodate 
15,000  students.  Its  design  will  be 
integrated  in  the  transit  system  and 
New  Community.  Vehicular  access 
will  be  direct  from  Morrissey  Boule- 
vard. The  first  stage,  programmed  for 
5,000  students,  is  scheduled  to  open  in 
1973.  The  second  stage,  scheduled  for 
completion  in  1976,  may  temporarily 
be  incorporated  into  the  Fair  as  one  of 
its  main  theme  centers  dealing  with  the 
"education  of  man." 

Who  are  the  planners  of  the  Fair 
and  New  Community?  It  is  a  joint 
venture  between  Expo  Boston  '76,  a 
Boston  based  non-profit  organization 
whose  president  is  Gilbert  Hood,  and 
the  Planning  and  Urban  Design  De- 
partments of  the  Boston  Redevelop- 
ment   Authority.       Many    nationally 


known  consultants  are  involved,  in- 
cluding Arthur  D.  Little  and  the 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology, 
the  latter  supplying  computerized  en- 
gineermg  and  technical  know-how  to 
the  B.R.A.  through  its  newly  formed 
Urban  Systems  Laboratory — an  insti- 
tute-wide interdepartmental  structure 
organized  to  solve  urban  problems. 

What  are  the  chances  of  success? 
The  attitude  and  action  of  Washington 
is  of  paramount  importance.  Massive 
subsidization  will  be  needed  for  a  proj- 
ect of  this  magnitude.  We  hope  the 
Federal  Government  will  endorse  our 
proposal  both  as  a  meaningful  way  of 
celebrating  the  bicentennial  and  as  a 
constructive  approach  to  solving  the 
national  urban  problem. 

Don't  make  your  reservations  quite 
yet.  Philadelphia  is  also  submitting 
a  proposal.  The  presentation  date  is 
scheduled  for  mid-April  with  a  presi- 
dential decision  expected  by  late 
summer. 


New  Urban  Housing.  Over  the  water  and  at  the  water's  edge,  Expo  '76  will  provide 
totally  integrated  metropolitan  complexes  which  will  provide  new  solutions  to  the 
growing  problem  of  urbanization.  Planners  envision  development  of  housing  within 
the  new  community  to  accommodate  25,000  families. 


